
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weekly Newsletter 
 
This is the fourth in a series of Newsletters throughout the 
season.  Instead of inundating you with woefully long 
emails to discuss certain topics that come up during the 
season, I have decided to do a newsletter.  Please share 
with your league umpires.        

Umpires of the Year 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Congratulations to Dick Trumbo (on the left) selected as 
2017 Baseball UOY and Craig Tashiro (on the right) 
selected as 2017 Softball UOY.  Both are from Mill Creek 
LL and Craig is Co-UIC for Mill Creek LL.  Thanks to all 
who submitted their nominations and comments and 
votes!        

Upcoming Regional Umpire 
Clinics 

 

League UICs and anyone who is a Little League volunteer 
would like to go, listed below are the dates for upcoming 
clinics at Western Region in San Bernardino, CA.  As an 
incentive, your league may pay for the clinic cost and 
airfare in return for your volunteer time, but that is up to 
the local league Board of Directors. 
 
Chief Umpire Clinic (Train the Trainer)                     
December 8 – 10, 2017; $85.00                   
Two-part clinic open to all members of local leagues and 
districts (not only UICs); provides information and tools 
on how to train your volunteers to train any level of LL 
umpire; includes a full day dedicated to the Recruiting, 
Retaining & Rewarding volunteer umpires at the local and 
district level; includes training materials, dormitory style 
housing and all meals; no umpire gear needed for this 
clinic. 
 
Rules Instruction Clinics (2 Sessions) 
 
Rules Session I                                                                    
January 26 – 28, 2018; $70.00                      
Comprehensive PPT presentation for those desiring more 
knowledge of LL rules and regulations; managers, 
coaches, umpires, leagues and district officials are 
encouraged to attend; training materials, dormitory style 
housing and all meals; no gear necessary. 
 
Rules Session II   
February 9 – 11, 2018; $70.00 
Combination of PPT and real game scenarios for the 
slightly more advanced LL volunteer umpire; training 
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materials, dormitory style house and all meals; no gear 
necessary. 
 
Umpire Mechanics Clinic 
February 9 – 11, 2018; $ 85.00 
Emphasis on field experience and umpire philosophy for 
local/district umpires; base and plate mechanics taught 
with an eye towards learning new skills, removing some 
rust and bringing training information back to your 
leagues and districts; umpire gear required. 
 
Weeklong Umpire Academy 
February 24 – March 2, 2018; $375.00 
Classroom and on-the-field training that delves into rule 
knowledge, mechanics, umpiring philosophy and game 
management.  Training materials, dormitory style housing 
and all meals.  Umpire gear is required; strongly urged to 
dress as an umpire during all sessions. 
**Due to the popularity of this course, the earlier you 
can sign up for it, the better; class size is limited and seats 
fill up quickly.** 
 

 
The New Bat Standard 
 
Actually, this is “old” news.  Little League has been 
putting out information about the new bat standard since 
2015, however, there’s been a lot of news about it lately 
since the rule goes into effect January 1, 2018. 
 
The new bats are probably already on the market as I type 
(online and in brick-and-mortar stores).  USA Baseball, 
the national governing body for the sport of baseball in the 
United States, in conjunction with participating national 
member organizations has adopted a new method for 
measuring bat performance in the testing of youth bats.  
The new USA Baseball bat standard (USABat), which 
applies to bats that are classified below the NCAA and 
NFHS level of play, will be implemented as of that date.  
Little League has approved the use of USABats during 
Fall Ball, although 2017 rules are still in effect.   
 
In addition to Little League, the following “select” 
programs adopted USABat Youth Bat Standards:  AABC 
(Nolan Ryan, Pee Wee Reese, Gil Hodges, Willie Mays); 
Babe Ruth; Cal Ripken; Dixie Youth; and PONY.  In 
Little League, USABat applies to Tee Ball Division 
through Junior League Baseball.  Senior League Baseball 

will use BBCOR bats, just like NFHS (Federation High 
School rules).   
 
This website lists the Approved Bat List for USABAT 
Youth Bat Standard https://usabat.com/ .  Here are some 
examples of what the logo looks like, and for uniformity, 
where they will be located on the bat: 

 
 
Also note that 2 5/8” barrel bats can be used in Majors and 
below with this new standard. 
 
Background Checks 
 
Each year around All Star Season, I get a number of 
volunteers who want to umpire All Star games who 
haven’t done any regular season games or did do some 
games during the regular season.  I ask them what league 
they are affiliated with and if they had submitted their 
background check was done.  I also reach out to some high 
school/junior college umpires to volunteer some of their 
time to help out with the upper division games 
(Intermediate/Junior/Senior BB) – they know the drill: fill 
out the volunteer form, provide me a copy of their driver’s 
license and I get a local league to run a background check 
by regulation.  This is a yearly requirement, by Little 
League regulation that is repeated throughout the 
Rulebook!  Although this is not a UIC responsibility, but 
a league President and Safety Officer responsibility, as a 
UIC you should know if your umpire/volunteer has passed 
their background check.  Some leagues issue badges and 
require volunteers to wear them at all times when at the 
field so that parents and other volunteers can see and 
identify who they are.   

 

https://usabat.com/


2018 Post Season Tournaments 
 
I sent out the email to all UICs regarding 2018 Post-
Season Tournament applications for Regionals, World 
Series, and the European/Africa Regionals.  Please 
disseminate this information to the umpires in your 
leagues that have a desire to work these tournaments.  I 
can only submit one umpire per division (e.g., one umpire 
for Junior Softball Regional; one umpire for Senior 
Baseball World Series, etc.).  The deadline for submission 
to me is October 20, 2017.  I will submit my 
recommendation to our District Administrator, Ed 
Lundberg.  He has to submit all his recommendations to 
Western Region Headquarters by November 1, 2017.   
 
If you are selected for a post-season tournament for 2018, 
you will receive a letter from Western Region 
Headquarters (for a Regional tournament) or Little League 
International (for a World Series or EMEA tournament).  
Good Luck!  Send me those applications!! 
 
Recruiting & Retaining Umpires 
 
All leagues are hurting for umpires.  Heck, all districts in 
the Western Region are hurting for volunteer umpires.  
Paid umpires doesn’t guarantee quality umpires.  Even if 
your league pays umpires, they have to follow state labor 
laws AND those umpires have to follow Little League 
rules and regulations!  What does that mean?  Paid 
umpires still have to check equipment (bats and helmets) 
prior to the game start time, for one.  Little League 
insurance does not cover injuries incurred while 
officiating Little League games.  Under Washington State 
law, paid umpires are “independent contractors” and 
normally fall under an association of some sort and should 
carry their own insurance – not always the case.   
 
I’ve found that many people that are afraid to “step up to 
the plate” and umpire is mostly because they are 
unfamiliar with the rules AND they are unfamiliar with the 
“mechanics” – where they need to be on the field – to 
make a call on a play.  Some leagues require that one of 
the coaches have to umpire a game if the home team can’t 
come up with an umpire, which leads to parents yelling 
“he/she is favoring their team on those calls!”  Where have 
I heard that before?   
 
How does your league recruit and retain umpires?  Please 
send me an email and I will share your submission on the 
next newsletter.  Now is the time for recruiting for next 
year. 
 

2018 Little League Congress 

 
 
This coming January 19 – 22, 2018, I will have the honor 
of attending my second LL Congress.  This is an event that 
occurs every four years and LL volunteers from all over 
the world come to this event.  This event is where district 
administrators chart the course for the future of the Little 
League organization. 

 
 
The last one was in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and this one 
will be in New Orleans, Louisiana.  There are round table 
sessions where new rules or regulations are discussed / 
proposed and the district administrators vote on them.  It 
is a really interesting and eye-opening process!  There’s 
even pin trading!  There’s exhibitors displaying their 
products and technology, training sessions, regional 
meetings, and of course I’m going to take a walk down 
Bourbon Street! 

 
 
 
 
 



2018 Umpire Registry 

 
This usually opens in January (fingers crossed).  If you 
register online, it is $25 (this could change).  They do keep 
track of you, though!  I’ve been a member for seven years 
and on year five, I received a commemorative pen.  For 
what you pay, you get the following in the mail: 

• Hard copy and digital copy of the LL BB & SB 
rule books 

• Hard copy of  Make the Right Call and the case 
book for LL BB & SB 

• An interactive webinar series 
• An official LL Umpire Registry Membership 

Card 
•  
• A LL Umpire Registry Certificate 
• A LL Umpire Patch (iron on!!) 
• A LL Official Bat Ring 
• An LL Umpire Registry Pin 
• An LL Umpire Registry rocker patch 
• Access to the LL Umpire Registry website 
• 10% discount on LL Store merchandise when 

registering online 
 
There is also a Junior Umpire membership for $10 for 
youth umpires 17 years of age and younger, and they 
receive: 

• Hard copy of the LL BB & SB rule books 
• Hard copy of  Make the Right Call and the case 

book for LL BB & SB 
• An official LL Umpire Registry Membership 

Card 
• A LL Umpire Registry Certificate 
• A LL Junior Umpire Patch (iron on!!) 
• A LL Official Bat Ring 

 
Junior Umpires can only register online and Junior 
umpires do not have access to electronic rule books. 
This is my newsletter for now.  I will have another before 
the end of the year and as we get ready for the new season.  
In the meantime, everyone be safe and have fun! 
 

 
 

  

   

   

 

 

 

 

  
 


